Taharba James
808-371-8017 | taharba@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE

Audio/visual and post-production technician, video editor and creative event director with more than 15 years of experience in the entertainment industry, executing large scale and niche events at venues and facilities of all sizes. Proficient in stage operations, audio/visual safety protocols and soundboard and sound system operations (powered or passive), including all mains, monitors, backline and overall front of house/back of house requirements. Fundamental knowledge of lighting and industry-standard lighting techniques. Outgoing people person and music connoisseur who excels in a fast-paced environment while prioritizing positive and cooperative working relationships. 

AUDIO/VISUAL TECHNICIAN WORK EXPERIENCE

Cal Poly Humboldt, Arcata, CA; 2023-present
· Events Technician, Gutswurrak Student Activities Center
· Set up and operate sound, lighting, and AV equipment as required for all campus venues and events as well the Arkley Center in Eureka, CA
· Provide overall technical support of Gutswurrak Student Activities Center and Cal Poly Humboldt Presents
· Assist with load-in and load-out of staging materials.
· Train student assistants in AV, sound, crowd control, and lighting operations as needed.
· Coordinate and assist with facility and/or event set-up as required.
· Provide lead direction to student employees working in the position area.
· Provide audio/visual technician and DJ services for large Cal Poly Humboldt events; Umoja Center For Pan African Student Excellence; John Van Duzer Theater; Kate Buchanon Auditorium

Black Humboldt, Arcata, CA; 2021-present
· Assist Black Humboldt’s audio with evaluating and purchasing their first system to facilitate the execution of their community events successfully while avoiding the high costs of rental equipment. 
· Provide ongoing audio/visual technical support and training on proper equipment assembly and safety protocols.

Mac’s Bar and Grill, Pendleton, OR; 2012-present
· Provide audio/visual technician and DJ services for multiple annual events and promotions, including ESPN’s Pendleton Round-Up preparty and afterparty events.
· Consult with the bar’s owner on event-related issues such as the appropriate sage set up, the required audio/visual equipment and proper crowd control. 
· Helped to increase revenue as well as off-peak hour attendance. 

Makai Ultra Lounge and The Venice Whaler, Los Angeles, CA; 2015-2020
· Provided audio/visual technician and DJ services for multiple venues owned by the Venice Restaurant Group.
· Consulted with management and ownership on event-related issues such as the appropriate staging, the required audio/visual equipment and proper crowd control. 
· Produced creative video promos designed to market the venues and their weekly events.
· Responsible for streamlining the audio/visual presentation at Makai Ultra Lounge, which increased patronage and revenue. 

Revolver Films, Los Angeles, CA; 2014-2020
· Provided audio/visual technician and DJ services on Hollywood production sets for various TV shows and promo shoots, including UFC promos, WE.tv’s Braxton Family Values, Celebrity Apprentice, Marriage Boot Camp, Growing Up Hip Hop, and many others. 
· Added a unique DJ element to the existing form of Hollywood production work, in conjunction with traditional production sets and production crews.

Blitz Bar, Portland, OR; 2010-2014
· Provided audio/visual technician, DJ and event director services for multiple Blitz Bar locations across Portland.
· Consulted with the bar’s management on event-related issues such as the appropriate staging, the required audio/visual equipment and proper crowd control. 
· Hired, trained and managed DJs and audio technicians for all locations.

Indigo Restaurant, Honolulu, HI; 2000-2008
· Provided audio/visual technician, DJ and event director services.
· Consulted with the bar’s owner and management on event-related issues such as the appropriate stage and DJ booth set up, the required audio/visual equipment and proper crowd control. 
· Hired, trained and managed DJs, audio/visual technicians, promotional staff and security.
· Dramatically increased revenue during off-peak hours and was a key figure in the music and art renaissance in Honolulu’s Chinatown.

Honolulu Design Center, Honolulu, HI; 2006-2007
· Provided audio/visual technician and DJ services for multiple events and promotions, including the Design Center’s Grand Opening and monthly calendar of events, both corporate and private. 

University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI; 2000-2003
· Provided audio/visual technician and entertainment services on campus; consulted with staff and personnel on sound logistics, policies and event execution.
· Hosted a radio show on KTUH, the University’s radio station.
· Worked collaboratively with the Student Activities Center to execute events. 

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE

Freelance Video Editing 
cabi Clothing, 2021
· Created online promotional videos using raw camera footage, concepts and graphics provided by cabi, a women’s clothing company. 
Black Lives Matter Los Angeles, 2021
· Created an online promotional video, in collaboration with a large volunteer team, for the 2020 National Lawyers Guild of Los Angeles Annual Award Ceremony using raw camera footage, concepts and graphics provided by Black Lives Matter LA.  
· Created a motion graphic and logo for a Black Lives Matter LA campaign.

Program Directing, Event Promotions and Performance
Significantly increased revenue and brand awareness for the venues, events and brands listed below in a program director, event promotions or performance/host role – or a combination of the three. Collaborated with, hired and/or trained audio/visual technicians, performers, stage crews, marketing teams, security, merchandise vendors, etc. Worked collaboratively with all staff associated with these events, which span corporate meetings, business conventions, brand marketing events, clubs, bars, concerts and festivals. 
· Las Vegas: MGM Grand Arena Ballroom and Marquee
· Southern California: Nike, Converse, Downtown Long Beach NYE events, V Lounge, Music Box, Cirque 93 Facilities (The Room Hollywood, Barcopa, Codabar), Lucky Strike, L.A. Live
· Oregon: Pendleton Whisky Music Festival, Red Bull, Audi, PBR/ESPN Pendleton Roundup, Champagne Ball NYE, Fifth Avenue Lounge, Studio 54 at Pure Space, Hotel Vintage Plaza, Urban Studio, Red Bull Thre3style, Barrel Room, Bar XV, Crystal Ballroom
· Hawaii: The Lovefest, NFL Pro Bowl, Kulcha Klash with the Marley Family, Pipeline Café, Next Door/Cinema Paradise, W Hotel, Waikiki Sheraton Grand, and the Reggae Vibe RV show for Olelo Media, Hawaii International Poetry Slam, Pipeline Café, DMC Turntable Competitions
· Mexico: Baby Rock 

EDUCATION

Certificate in Audio Visual Communication and Marketing, Santa Monica College, 2016-2018
· Completed the ‘Promo Pathway,’ an on-air promotion, A/V Tech, audio and video editing, production and writing program.
· Member of the Urban Media Makers A/V Club at Santa Monica College; curated and executed on-campus events and served as a Media Department liaison to the Associated Student Body team on promotions and events.

SKILLS

· Expert Sound Technician
· Expert in event production (sound, lights, engineering, FOH & BOH, stage plots)
· Expert in Adobe Suite programs
· Expert in Avid Media Composer and Pro Tools
· Proficient in social media marketing/sales/management
· Proficient in talent and media buying 
· Working knowledge of Audio and Video software solutions such as Transcoder, Handbrake, etc.
